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or towns, on condition that they should constantly
keep a certain number of men under arms for his
service. Henry asked his cousin, whether he had
taken leave of his senses, but this brilliant suggestion
was a straw which showed clearly enough from what
quarter the wind was blowing,

On the other hand, Henry IV. probably owed to
the unfavourable aspect of his affairs, the signature
by the Queen of England and her clients, the
United Provinces, of an offensive and defensive
alliance with France against Spain (May 24th).
Elizabeth's friendship was ever warmest in his ad-
versity. Although the assistance promised by the
allies for the war in France was meagre, the moral
effect of the treaty was great. It committed the
Queen to open war against Philip II. She could
not, after so public an engagement, conclude without
indelible infamy a separate peace at the expense of
her allies, and exchange, as she had thought of do-
ing, Flushing and Brill for Calais.

It was something to have secured the open alli-
ance of England and of the United Provinces. But
if the struggle was to be carried to a speedy and
successful issue, it was not only necessary for Henry
IV. to obtain further resources, but also to prove to
his enemies at home and abroad that he commanded
the support of a vast majority of the nation.

There were some who advised the King to con-
vene the Estates and thus to show that he possessed
the confidence of his people. But the greater num-
ber of his councillors pointed out the opportunity
that would thus be given to intrigue and faction ;